
 
HTY 122: United States History from 1865 to present 

Online 

 

Course Description: 

A survey of the principle movements, events, ideas, and personalities in U.S. history from the 1870s 
through the present day. 
 
Prerequisite:  
Sophomore standing 
 
Textbook: 

 

• Give Me Liberty!: An American History by Eric Foner (Seagull Sixth Edition) (Vol. 2) 6th 

edition, ISBN: 978-0393418262 

• Coming of Age in Mississippi by Anne Moody (New York: Dell Publishers), 

ISBN:9780440314882 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course, you will be able to: 
 

1. Apply primary and secondary source material in their exams, papers, and in-class discussions. Students 
will learn to employ these sources as a way to immerse themselves in America’s modern history.  Papers 
and exams will be in part graded on the effectiveness of students synthesizing into their own arguments 
the assigned primary and secondary sources.   

 

2. Scrutinize the past according to the traditional historical method: change over time.  Learning how things 
and people changed, why, and the significance of those changes is the basic function of history.  Students 
will practice this form of analysis in the essay component of their exams and in their paper, and in doing so 
will consider how America’s multicultural society blended together to form the United States. 

 

3. Connect developments in the past to the nature of contemporary American society and culture.  Students 
will do so in part by relating what they read and learned about America’s history to popular and academic 
coverage of contemporary issues in their essays and during discussions.  Discussions especially will 
emphasize the linkages between past and present, and will require students to engage with classmates 
and consider how America’s modern history has helped make its contemporary society and politics.   

 

4. Evaluate and write analytically, and engage in discussions in both an informed and respectful manner. 
Exams, papers, and discussions will ask the students to do more than simply describe and summarize 
what they have learned from the sources and from lecture.  Through numerous writing exercises and 
extended in-class discussions, students will assess major themes and developments to understand the 
broad and long-standing significance of modern American history. 

 

5. Demonstrate the ability to connect in their assignments and classroom exercises the Core Value of 
Community and Personal Development to their engagement with classmates and to the course material.  
America’s modern history abounds with stories of both exclusionary and inclusionary behavior.  Students 
will consider when the people on this continent behaved in ways that reflect Saint Leo’s understanding of 
Community and Personal Development, and when not. The paper – which allows for more extensive 
reflection on how Americans have struggled towards unity and national empathy – will directly address this 
specific university core value. 

 
Core Value: 

Community: Saint Leo University develops hospitable Christian learning communities everywhere we serve. 
We foster a spirit of belonging, unity, and interdependence based on mutual trust and respect to create socially 
responsible environments that challenge all of us to listen, to learn, to change, and to serve. 

 

 



 

 

 

Evaluation: 

                    Item                                 Points             Weight 
                    Midterm Exam (1)                 20                     20% 
                    Final Exam (1)                      28                     30% 
                    Quizzes (8)                           16                     15% 
                    Discussion (8)                       24                     20% 
                    Source Analysis (4)               12                     15% 
                    Total                                    100                    100% 

 
 

Quizzes:                                                                                                                                                              
There are 8 short answer quizzes worth 2 points each. Quizzes consists of two short answer questions; which 
students must answer using evidence and examples from the textbook. The questions cover the material 
presented in correlating modules. 
 
Discussions: 
There are 8 discussion assignments worth 3 points each. Students are required to make at least one 
original post, and comment on two of their classmates’ postings in each module.  
 
Source Analysis Assignments: 
There are 4 source analyses worth 3 points each. The sources chosen for this assignment will touch on 
major themes from the various modules in which they are assigned and will require students to evaluate a 
source from the time period and put it into that broader historical context. 

Midterm Exam: 
The midterm is worth 20 points. This exam will consist of “key terms” requiring short answer responses (worth 
ten points total), and an essay (worth ten points). The midterm covers everything addressed in module’s 1-4 
course. 

Final Exam: 
They final exam is worth 28 points. The final exam will include 5 short answer questions and two 
essays. This final exam covers all the material the students learned about after the Midterm.  
 

 
Grading Scale: 
 

Grade Percentage 
A 94% to 100% 
A- 90% to 93% 
B+ 87% to 89% 
B 84% to 86% 
B- 80% to 83% 
C+ 77% to 79% 
C 74% to 76% 
C- 70% to 73% 
D+ 67% to 69% 
D 60% to 66% 
F Below 60% 



Course Schedule: 
 

 Module 1  National Transformations after the Civil War and Reconstruction 

 
 Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

 
 Examine how industrialization transformed post-Civil War America, particularly 

through urbanization and Westward expansion. 
 Discuss the different industrial leaders of the Gilded Age and how the American 

industrial workers and farmers responded to unprecedented levels of economic 
disparity between rich and poor. 

 Analyze the motivations behind, objectives of, and results from America’s growth 
into an imperial global power at the turn of the twentieth century. 

 Describe the emergence of segregationist policy in the era of Jim Crow, and 
compare the attitudes and techniques of these white southerners to those of the 
antebellum period.  

 Read, analyze, and contextualize Andrew Carnegie’s “Gospel of Wealth,” and 
consider why he espoused those views, the accuracy of his theories, and to what 
degree his views were, and still are, representative of America’s wealthy and 
elite. 

 
 Readings         Read Chapters 16 & 17 in our textbook: Give Me Liberty: An American History, Volume 2 

 
 
 Assignments 

 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an introduction to the class Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Module 1 Quiz Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Source Analysis # 1 Submission Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
Module 2  Progressive Reform at Home & Abroad 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

 

 Explore the economic, social, cultural, and political forces pushing and pulling 
immigrants to the United States at the turn of the twentieth century. 

 Analyze the various coalitions behind the rise of the Progressive Movement, 
particularly the role of women and the policies they championed in order to 
enact sweeping reform of the country’s society, economy, and government. 

 Discuss Europe’s descent into the Great War (World War I), the U.S. 
government and business community’s early roles in that conflict, and the 
prevailing attitudes of most Americans about the war. 

 Describe Wilson’s vision for the world after the Great War as outlined by his 
Fourteen Points, and consider to what degree those principles shaped the 
post-war order. 

 
Readings              Read Chapters 18 & 19 in our textbook: Give Me Liberty: An American History, 

Volume 2 
 
 
 



Assignments 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Module 2 Quiz Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
Module 3  Saving & Repairing Capitalism 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

 

 Analyze Republican party policies during the 1920s, and consider the impact of 
Treasury Secretary Andrew Mellon’s tax plan and deregulation of the financial 
sector on the immediate economy as well as its long-term trajectory. 

 Examine the social and cultural changes of the 1920s, including jazz, sexual 
mores, industrial production and consumerism, and speculative investing. 

 Discuss the effect of the Great Depression on the American economy, society, 
and government, and compare the difference in approach between how Herbert 
Hoover responded to the crisis, and how Franklin Roosevelt acted. 

 Explore the many programs that became known as the “New Deal,” and think 
about the broader principles guiding FDR’s leadership in the 1930s. 

 Listen to and read President Roosevelt’s “Fireside Chat 6: On Government and 
Capitalism, then compare it to Andrew Carnegie’s “Gospel of Wealth” (Source 
Analysis #2). 

 
Readings              Read Chapters 20 & 21 in our textbook: Give Me Liberty: An American History, 

Volume 2 
 
Assignments 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Module 3 Quiz Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Source Analysis 2 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
Module 4  Extremism & World War II 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

 

 Explore the forces behind the rise of fascism in Europe and extreme nationalism 
in Japan, and consider how the United States perceived and responded to both. 

 Analyze FDR’s plan for mobilization, going from the Neutrality Acts to Lend-
Lease and, eventually, to full-scale militarization of the society and economy after 
Pearl Harbor. 

 Examine the military campaigns that changed the course and direction of World 
War II in both Europe and the Pacific. 

 Describe the implications of how World War II ended, particularly in the Pacific, 
on America’s and the Soviet Union’s power in the post-war world. 

 
Readings              Read Chapter 22 in our textbook: Give Me Liberty: An American History, Volume 2 
 
 
 
 



Assignments 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Module 4 Quiz Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete the Midterm Exam Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
Module 5  The Early Cold War 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

 

 Describe the role of the “consumer” in American capitalism and democracy after 
World War II, including how the U.S. government sought to cultivate that identity 
among its citizens. 

 Analyze the relationship between the early Civil Rights Movement and the Cold 
War, and consider why the particular dynamics of America’s Cold War 
relationship with the Soviet Union propelled the U.S. government to take civil 
rights more seriously. 

 Scrutinize the impetus behind and the various applications of America’s 
“containment” strategy for defeating the Soviet Union and international 
communism during the Cold War. 

 Analyze and contextualize the primary source document “Americans…Don’t 
Patronize Reds!!!” 

 
Readings              Read Chapters 23 & 24 in our textbook: Give Me Liberty: An American History, 

Volume 2 
 Begin Reading Moody’s Coming of Age in Mississippi 

 
Assignments 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Module 5 Quiz Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Source Analysis 3 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 
 

 

 

Module 6  The Sixties 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

 

 Examine the reasons for and objectives of the various social and civil rights 
movements that emerged in the 1960s.  

 Analyze how the American strategy of “containment” led to the United States’ 
ultimate decision to launch a war against Vietnam, and why that strategy, in part, 
contributed to the United States’ failure to win that war. 

 Discuss the policy and political implications of Lyndon Johnson’s “Great Society,” 
particularly as its concerns the regional realignment of the two major political 
parties (Democrats and Republicans).   

 Analyze and contextualize the primary source “The Port Huron Statement” and 
connect it to the rise of the various social movements during the 1960s. 

 
Readings              Read Chapter 25 in our textbook: Give Me Liberty: An American History, Volume 2 

 Continue Reading Anne Moody’s Coming of Age in Mississippi 



Assignments 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Module 6 Quiz Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Source Analysis 4 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
Module 7  Rebirth of Conservatism & The End of the Cold War 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

 

 Examine the causes behind the resurgence of conservatism and the Republican 
party beginning in the 1970s and culminating in the 1980s. 

 Discuss the actions taken by President Richard Nixon and his political allies 
during the Watergate scandal, and why those actions ultimately led to the threat 
of impeachment and, ultimately, his resignation from office.  

 Analyze the major forces behind the collapse of the Soviet Union and the sudden 
end of the Cold War in the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

 
Readings              Read Chapter 26 in our textbook: Give Me Liberty: An American History, Volume 2 

 Continue Reading Anne Moody’s Coming of Age in Mississippi 
 
Assignments 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Module 7 Quiz Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 
 

 

Module 8  Climate Change & The Cyber Age 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

 

 Analyze the conditions and forces that led to the terrorist attacks against the 
United States on September 11th, 2001, as well as the George W. Bush 
administration’s immediate response to those attacks. 

 Scrutinize the Bush administration’s decision to launch a war of occupation 
against Iraq in 2003 along with the consequences of that war on America’s 
national interests at home and abroad. 

 Examine the various factors that led to the election of Barrack Obama, the first 
African-American president in U.S. history, as well as the reaction among his 
political opponents to his victory and his policy goals. 

 Discuss the reasons for and challenges posed by a rapidly warming climate in 
the 21st century, as well as what can be done by younger generations to combat 
the current century’s climate crisis. 

 
Readings               Read Chapters 27 & 28 in our textbook: Give Me Liberty: An American History, 

Volume 2 
 Finish reading Anne Moody’s Coming of Age in Mississippi 

 
 
 
Assignments 
 



Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Module 8 Quiz Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete the Final Exam Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 


