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Saint Leo University 
 

ENG 210CL 
Love and Desire in Literature 

 
 

Course Description:  
A study of representations of love and desire in literature and their various manifestations in different time 
periods and cultures. Students will learn and apply basic tools of literary analysis while considering larger 
questions about the nature of love and desire 
 
Prerequisite:  
ENG 122 – Academic Writing II 
 
Textbooks:  
Brontë, Emily. Wuthering Heights. New York: Bantam Dell, 2003. Print. ISBN: 0-553-21258-3 
de France, Marie. The Lais of Marie de France. 2nd ed. Trans. G. S. Burgess and K. Busby. New York:  

Penguin Classics, 2003. Print. ISBN: 978-0-14-044759-0 
Hurston, Zora N. Their Eyes Were Watching God. New York: HarperLuxe, 2000. Print. 

ISBN: 978-0-06-147037-0 
Love Poems. Ed. Peter Washington. New York: Random House, 1993. Print. ISBN: 0-679-42906-9 
Ovid. “Book the Tenth: The Story of Orpheus and Eurydice.” Metamorphoses. Trans. S. Garth, J. Dryden, 

et al. 1 ACE. Classics.mit.edu. The Internet Classics Archive, 1994. Web. 13 Aug. 2013. (A link to this 
book is provided in the course.) 

Plato. Symposium. Trans. B. Jowett. 360 BCE. Classics.mit.edu. The Internet Classics Archive, 1994. 
Web. 13 Aug. 2013. (A link to this book is provided in the course.) 

Shakespeare, William. Romeo & Juliet. New York: Dover Publications, 1993. Print. 
ISBN: 978-0-486-27557-4 

 
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course, students will: 
1) Analyze the contributions of creative minds to the visual, literary and performing arts through significant 
literary texts that present and explore themes of love and desire through assigned readings, Critical 
Thinking Short Essay and short written assignments such as weekly journals. CL1 
2) Apply knowledge of terms, styles, elements and devices through analysis of creative and artistic works 
such as imaginative literature and differing perspectives of love and desire through class discussions, 
Critical Thinking Short Essay and short written assignments. CL2 
3) Communicate effectively for a determined purpose through improved writing and critical thinking skills 
as a result of close reading, class discussion, Critical Thinking Short Essay and cumulative exams 
concerning the ideas and experiences reflected in the literature assigned. CC2 
4) Reiteration/reinforcement of the values of Community and Respect through the completion of various 
writing and reading assignments and other short writing assignments which highlights differing 
perspectives of love and desire across cultures and time periods, and cumulative exams. 
 

Core Value: 
Community: Saint Leo University develops hospitable Christian learning communities everywhere we 
serve. We foster a spirit of belonging, unity, and interdependence based on mutual trust and respect to 
create socially responsible environments that challenge all of us to listen, to learn, to change, and to 
serve. 
 
Respect: Animated in the spirit of Jesus Christ, we value all individuals' unique talents, respect their 
dignity and strive to foster their commitment to excellence in our work. Our community's strength depends 
on the unity and diversity of our people, on the free exchange of ideas and on learning, living, and 
working harmoniously. 
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Evaluation:  
 
Assignment    Points  Weight 
Discussion     80  10% 
Writing Assignments (2 @ 100 ea.) 200  40%  
Exams (2 @ 100 ea.)   200  40% 
Critical Thinking Writing Assignment 100  10% 
TOTAL     580  100% 
 
Grading Scale:  
 
         Grade    Score (%) 

A 94-100 
A- 90-93 
B+ 87-89 
B 84-86 
B- 80-83 
C+ 77-79 
C 74-76 
C- 70-73 
D+ 67-69 
D 60-66 
F  0-59 

 
Discussion 
For each module, students will respond to a discussion question posted by the instructor no later than 
Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of the respective module. Students will then post responses to at least two 
classmates no later than Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT. 
 
Writing Assignments 
The format for the Writing Assignment must be double-spaced, have a maximum font size of 12, and be 
in MLA format. Make sure to use MLA documentation format and include a works cited page if you use 
outside sources. You are not expected to use outside sources, but if you choose to do so, ensure that you 
are properly documenting those sources. From the Start Here menu, you can access online library 
resources and MLA information. (From the Online Library Resources page, click on Recommended 
Websites, then Research and Writing Help, then Citation Help.) 
 
Details for each Writing Assignment are located in the module in which they are due (Modules 1 and 7) 
and are due no later than Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of the respective module. (These Assignment 
boxes are linked to Turnitin.) 
 
Exams 
There are a total of two exams: Midterm (Module 3) and Final (Module 8). Students will have 2 hours and 
15 minutes to complete each exam. Each exam consists of 10 short answer questions and 1 essay 
question. Exams must be completed no later than Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of the respective 
module.  
 
Critical Thinking Short Essay (UE Assignment) 
Choose one of the texts we have read over the course of the semester and explain the definition of love 
as presented within the work. Begin by defining the term and use evidence from the text to support your 
argument. Be sure to address the core values of community and respect as you consider your definition 
of love. 
 
The Critical Thinking Short Essay should be at least 500 words, double-spaced, have a maximum font 
size of 12, and be in MLA format. Make sure to use MLA documentation format and include a works cited 
page if you use outside sources. You are not expected to use outside sources, but if you choose to do so, 
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ensure that you are properly documenting those sources. From the Start Here Menu, you can access 
online library resources and MLA information. (From the Online Library Resources page, click on 
Recommended Websites, then Research and Writing Help, then Citation Help.) 
 
This is a UE assignment. Submit the Critical Thinking Short Essay to Chalk and Wire no later than 
Sunday 11:59 EST/EDT of Module 5. The Critical Thinking Short Essay Chalk & Wire link is located in 
the Module 5 folder. Students who do not submit the assignment to Chalk & Wire will receive a zero. This 
is a key assignment assessment; the results are used to ensure students are meeting University 
Exploration program goals. Video and PDF instructions can be found on the course home page. PDF 
instructions are also located in the Start Here folder. 
 

Elements Criteria Not Evident Beginning Developing Competent 

Purpose Clearly identifies main issue(s), problem(s), or 
intention(s). 

0 5 10 15 

Perspective Investigates point(s) of view and assumptions. 0 5 10 15 

Evidence Supports purpose with relevant, sufficient 
evidence and defines concepts. 

0 5 10 15 

Analysis Analyzes the consequences and implications of 
reasoning. 

0 5 10 15 

Core Values Addresses core value(s) specifically and 
demonstrates their relevance. 

0 5 10 20 

Decision 
Making 

States the various options of decision making 
and chooses a solution. 

0 5 10 20 
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Course Schedule:  
 
Module 1  Defining Love 
 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Define the concepts of love and desire as presented in the age of antiquity. 
▪ Compare the different definitions of love presented in the readings. 

 
Assignments   

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an introduction to the class Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Read the assigned materials 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Writing Assignment 1 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
 
 
Module 2  Courtly Love 
 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Explain the concept of courtly love.  
▪ Analyze the representative themes of love and desire presented in the texts. 

 
Assignments   

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
 
 
Module 3  Forbidden Love 
 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Apply the concepts of love and desire, as defined by previous readings, to 
Shakespeare’s work. 

▪ Evaluate the roles of love and desire within Romeo and Juliet.  
 
Assignments   

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Midterm Exam Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
 
 
 
Module 4  Gothic Love 
 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Identify the concepts of love and desire within Wuthering Heights.  
▪ Distinguish expressions of love and desire within the Gothic genre.  
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Assignments   

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
 
 
Module 5  Love and Marriage 
 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Compare representations of love and desire in previous readings.  
▪ Analyze the representative themes of love and desire as they relate to 

marriage. 
 
Assignments  

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Critical Thinking Writing Assignment Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

  
  
 
Module 6  Problematic Love 
 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Analyze Their Eyes Were Watching God as a representation of love in the 
twentieth century.  

▪ Identify conflicts of gender and race as related to love and desire within 
Hurston’s work.  
 

Assignments   

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
 
 
 
Module 7  Love and Desire 
 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Explain representations of sexuality and desire in Their Eyes Were Watching 
God.  

▪ Compare definitions of love and marriage as presented by Hurston’s work. 
 
Assignments   

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Writing Assignment 2 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 
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Module 8  Love in Poetry 
 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Explain the concepts of love and desire as presented in selected poetry. 
▪ Compare definitions of love and desire in selected poetry with those 

presented in previous readings. 
 
Assignments   

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Final Exam Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 


