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Thinking and Doing Ethics 

 
 

Course Description: 
The purpose of this course is to draw on a set of proposals concerning right action and good character 
that have been developed over two millennia and across various cultures in order to stimulate deliberation 
and mindful action. The course will emphasize comprehension of the right and the good through active 
deliberation about concrete situations. It will also provide participants with the option to reflect on the right 
and the good in their personal activities. 

 
Prerequisite:  
None 
 
Textbooks:  
 

For All Main Campus and WorldWide Sections 
 

1. Burnor, Richard, and Yvonne Raley. Ethical Choices: An Introduction to Moral Philosophy with  
 Cases., 2nd ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018. 

• Print ISBN#  9780190464509 

• E-book ISBN#  9780190464561 
 
 

2. Ruggiero, Vincent Ryan. Thinking Critically About Ethical Issues. 10th ed. New York: McGraw- 
 Hill, 2020. 

• Print ISBN#  9781259922657 

• E-book ISBN#  9781260686029 
 

 
Learning Outcomes: 
As a result of this course, students will be able to:  
 

1. Analyze and evaluate a variety of situations and activities in terms of the moral theories of utility, 
duty, rights, virtue, and care in view of developing a balanced outlook. Through quizzes and class 
participation, the student may gain an understanding of the basics of moral theory in view of applying 
an increasing variety of moral theories in cases and possible personal activities. Cases studies are 
expected to be conducted in multiple assignments: class discussions, tests, oral presentations, and 
final exam.  
  
2. Assess, in a variety of situations and activities, what moral issue(s) is (are) at stake and who is a 
stakeholder. A difference between this course and a general course in moral theory is that the focus 
is on theory application. In applications, mostly through case studies, problems that are not present in 
theory arise: what moral issue does a situation present and who has a stake in the issue? The ability 
to identify and assess problems and stakeholders can occur in case studies conducted in class 
discussions, tests, oral presentations, and final exam. 
  
3. Appraise, in the ethical assessment of a variety of situations and activities, how to find common 
ground in the face of diversity in religious belief, cultural diversity, or diversity in self-interest. Conflict 
and opposition in moral discourse are often encountered. Understanding of the topics of ethics and 
religion, ethics and culture, or ethics and self-interest may be assessed using quizzes. Students are 
encouraged to use moral theory to identify and elaborate common ground in situations that present 
apparent conflict. Religion, culture, or self-interest may be examined through the prism of reaching 



common ground in class discussions, tests, oral presentations, and final exam. This would typically 
be done through case studies. 
  
4. Demonstrate excellence in the moral analysis of situations and activities, typically through case 
studies through Final Exam Case Analysis. 
  
5. Support decisions using rigorous arguments based on criteria and evidence through Final Case 
Analysis. CT3 
  
6. Analyze beliefs, practices, values, texts, and/or figures of different traditions 
(religious/philosophical/ethical) through Final Case Analysis. RS1 
  
7. Examine one’s own beliefs, traditions, and values through Final Case Analysis. RS3 
 

Core Value: 
The core value will be excellence and will be promoted in terms of three criteria: 
 

– Depth: Evidenced in articulating a detailed analysis of moral problems presented in cases or 
possible service activities.  

– Breadth: Evidenced in analyzing cases or possible service activities from a variety of moral 
considerations. 

– Judgment: Evidenced in the discretion used in addressing differences and conflicts in moral 
assessments made in cases or possible service activities. 

 
Grading Scale: 
 
 Grade Score (%) 

A 94-100 
A- 90-93 
B+ 87-89 
B 84-86 
B- 80-83 
C+ 77-79 
C 74-76 
C- 70-73 
D+ 67-69 
D 60-66 
F  0-59 

 
 
Evaluation:  
Case analyses assessed for depth (5 @ 4%)    20% 
Case analysis assessed for depth and breadth     15%  
Final Exam Case Analysis assessed for excellence, depth, breadth and judgment   25%  
Case-based discussions (8 @ 5%)     40%  
                                                                                                               
Total     100% 
 
 
Case Analyses (assessed for depth) (5 @ 4% each): 
Respond to each topic as stated below. The Case analyses are to be 200 words long. Use a standard 10-
12-point font and double space your paper. All sources should be cited properly using MLA format. 
Information on the MLA guidelines is accessible via the Resources area of the course Home menu. Refer 
to the rubrics in Doc Sharing for specific requirements. Assignments must be submitted to the Assignment 
box according to the schedule below. (The Dropbox is linked to Turnitin.) 
 



Written Case Analysis 1 (Due by Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of Module 2) 
 
Written Case Analysis 2 (Due by Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of Module 3) 
 
Written Case Analysis 3 (Due by Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of Module 4) 
 
Written Case Analysis 4 (Due by Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of Module 5) 
 
Written Case Analysis 6 (Due by Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of Module 7) 
 
Case Analysis (assessed for depth and breadth) (1 @ 15%): 
The Case analysis assessed for depth and breadth is to be 500 words long. Use a standard 10-12-point 
font and double space your paper. All sources should be cited properly using MLA format. Information on 
the MLA guidelines is accessible via the Resources area of the course Home menu. The assignment 
must be submitted to the Assignment Folder at the end of Module 6. (The Assignment Folder may be 
linked to Turnitin.) 
 
Written Case Analysis 5 (Due by Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of Module 6) 
 
Final Case Analysis (assessed for excellence: depth, breadth, and judgment) (1@25%):  
The final exam will be a final case analysis. The topic may be taken from current media reports. 
Alternatively, the student may choose to compose their own case based on a personal (professional or 
service) experience. You may proceed with the service activity analysis only if you have received prior 
approval by the instructor. Minimum word count should be 800 words.  
 
The general instruction is: Taking care to identify the moral issue(s) and the parties involved, take a 
balanced moral position offering a recommendation or a policy resolution. Please draw on any three 
approaches to ethics including utility, duty (deontology), rights, virtue, or care. Your recommendation 
should follow logically from your analyses. Your essay should highlight a coherent process of reasoning 
that integrates moral considerations required for each analysis. 
 
The Final Case Analysis will be assessed for depth, breadth, and judgment. It should be 800 words long 
and if any source is cited, it must be properly cited using MLA format. Use a standard 10-12-point font 
and double space your paper. Information on the MLA guidelines is accessible via the Resources area of 
the Resources module. Refer to the rubric in Doc Sharing for specific requirements. Submit the Final 
Case Anaylsis to Chalk and Wire no later than Sunday 11:59 EST/EDT of Module 8.  The Final Case 
Analysis Chalk & Wire link is located in the Module 8 folder.  Students who do not submit the assignment 
to Chalk & Wire will receive a zero.  This is a key assignment assessment; the results are used to ensure 
students are meeting University Exploration program goals.  Video and PDF instructions can be found on 
the course home page.  PDF instructions are also located in the Start Here folder. 
 
 
Discussions (8 @ 5%):  
Class participation is an important, graded component of the course. Each module will consist of a 
discussion question which will count as 5% of your final grade (5% per module; 40% of total grade). 
Discussions are intended to prepare you for the written case assignments and should aim at clarity, 
accuracy, precision, and relevance. You are expected to adhere to the course syllabus and schedule and 
plan on posting an initial post followed by a minimum of two separate responses for each discussion.  
 
 



Course Schedule:  
 
Module 1  What Matters? Who Counts?  
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

▪ Articulate which moral issue(s) is (are) at stake in case material.  
▪ Assess who or what deserves moral consideration in case material.  

Assignments 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an introduction to the class Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Read assigned material 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

   
 
 
 
Module 2  Challenges to Ethics: Negotiating Relativism and Self-Interest  
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

▪ Evaluate moral issues posed by cultural diversity in cases and identify 
common ground.  

▪ Evaluate moral issues posed by self-interest in cases and identify common 
ground.  

Assignments 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read assigned material 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Written Case Analysis 1 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

   
 
 
Module 3  It’s All About General Welfare: Act Utilitarianism 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

▪ Analyze case material in terms of the principle of utility: determining the 
consequences of alternative actions.  

▪ Understand what kind of information needs to be obtained in order to apply 
the principle of utility in case analyses.  

Assignments  
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read assigned material 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Written Case Analysis 2 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

  
 
 
 
 
 



Module 4  It’s All About Following the Right Kind of Rules 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

▪ Analyze case material in terms of the principle of universalizability.  
▪ Analyze case material in terms of the principle of respect for persons.  

Assignments 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read assigned material 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Written Case Analysis 3 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 5  Protecting Individuals and Their Entitlements 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

▪ Analyze case material in terms of moral rights.  
▪ Analyze case material in terms of duties of natural law. 

Assignments 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read assigned material 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Written Case Analysis 4 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Service Activity Outline (Only required by those doing a service 
activity for the final assignment)  

Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

   
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Module 6  Living the Good Life: Virtue Ethics or the Ethics of Excellence 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

▪ Analyze case material in terms of moral virtues. 
Assignments  

 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read assigned material 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Written Case Analysis 5 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

  
 



 Module 7  The Ethics of Care and Fostering Relationships 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should able to: 

▪ Analyze case material in terms of maintenance of relations of care 
 
Assignments  
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read assigned material 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Written Case Analysis 6 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

  
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
Module 8  Ethics and Religion 
 
Objectives  When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

▪ Evaluate moral issues posed by religious belief in cases and identify 
common ground. 
 

Assignments   

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read assigned material 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Final Case Analysis Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 


