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Saint Leo University 

ENG 311 

20th Century Writers 

  
  

Course Description:  

ENG 311 is a study of significant literary movements and writers of the twentieth century with a 
focus on how those writers respond to and shape their worlds. We will explore a broad range of 
writers, drawing on the social, political, and cultural issues of the century.  

Prerequisite:  

ENG 122 
  

Textbook(s):  

Atwood, M. (.1998) The Handmaid’s Tale. Doubleday. ISBN10: 978-0385490818 
Morrison, T. (.2007) The Bluest Eye. Penguin. ISBN10: 978-0307278449 
Cisneros, S. (.1991) The House on Mango Street. Penguin. ISBN10: 978-0679734772 
 

This course also uses Open Educational Resources (OER). OERs are free and found online 
and/or through the Saint Leo University Library. Faculty and Students must have the ability to 
download pdf files.  Links to assigned readings are provided in the respective modules. 
 

Learning Outcomes: 

1) Demonstrate knowledge of representative multi-cultural texts of the 20th century through the 
successful completion of reading assignments, discussion board prompts, content quizzes, 
response papers, and the presentation.  

2) Interpret twentieth century literature and apply literary terms in critical analysis of the texts.  
3) Discover how literature influences society and culture and impacts our ideas about class, 

race, and gender.  
4) Apply the conventions of standard written English to the creation of written discourse that is 

clear, coherent, sufficiently developed, and stylistically sound.  
5) Demonstrate the core value of respect within the classroom as students discuss/write about 

their ideas concerning the various authors, their works, and the issues they address.   
 

Core Value: 

Respect: We value all individuals’ unique talents, respect their dignity and strive to foster their 
commitment to excellence in our work. Our community’s strength depends on the unity and 
diversity of our people, on the free exchange of ideas and on learning, living and working 
harmoniously. Students will demonstrate respect within the classroom as they discuss/write 
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about their ideas about the various authors, cultures, and demonstrate an appreciation of 
diverse human values and cultures. 

Responsible Stewardship: Our Creator blesses us with an abundance of resources. We foster a 
spirit of service to employ our resources for University and community development. We must 
be resourceful. We must optimize and apply all the resources of our community to fulfill Saint 
Leo University’s mission and goals. 

Integrity: The commitment of Saint Leo University to excellence demands that its members live 
its mission and deliver on its promise. The faculty, staff, and students pledge to be honest, just, 
and consistent in word and deed. 

Evaluation:  
 

Discussions: 
Students must respond individually to the Discussion Board question and forge a discussion 
with at least two class members.  Discussion Board postings must be 300 words minimum in 
length and 500 words maximum, evidencing reading comprehension, comprehensive critical 
thinking, and consideration of others' views.    
 
When Discussion Board work is assigned on the syllabus schedule, students must post their 
individual responses by the appointed time and respond to at least two class members’ posts 
within 48 hours/at the appointed time.   
 
See Course Schedules or Table of Contents (Modules) for assignment time frames.  
It is STRONGLY suggested that you visit the discussion board frequently after your work is 
completed to see where the discussion is going and to further respond to your group members 
(or me!) if need be.  
 
Students should review the discussion board work prior to coming to class on M/W.  My 
response will be there as a group response and much of what you do on the Discussion Board 
becomes material for our face-2-face discussions.   
 
Concept Quizzes #1, #2, and #3  
Short answer quizzes require a minimum 3-paragraph response to a question that urges critical 
thinking. Students’ responses should illustrate reading comprehension of the required material 
by providing specifics from the assigned readings and incorporation of the historical and cultural 
context and literary terms discussed in each module. 
 
 
Group Presentation Project 
 
Group Presentations, preliminary work: 

• Assign students to groups of 3-5 members based on class size 

• Have each group establish and submit in writing a contract signed by all 
members that covers: 

• Member Responsibilities (See assignment below and equitably divide duties 
among members). 

• Communication Guidelines/Meeting Schedule 

• Project Timeline 
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• Group Evaluation criteria worksheet sheet (this will be submitted with Step 5) 
 

Step 1:  

Introduce Author and Work and Apply Theory to Text 

Students will be placed in small groups and assigned both a literary theory (Feminist, Reader 
Response, Ecocriticism) and one of the module texts to study and to which they will apply the 
theory.  

Work together to create a brief introduction to the author and his/her work. 

Then collaborate to apply the literary theory and the SLU core values of responsible 
stewardship, community, and respect to your assigned reading. 

Step 2:  

Create a Group Discussion Board Presentation.  Your presentation should  

• Be 7-10 minutes in length,  

• Appear professional,  

• Present your work in Step 1 

• Engage the audience with at least 2 Pause to Ponder questions during the 
presentation and 4 Reading Response questions at the end of the presentation 
that focus specifically on the theory and reading selection assigned to the group.  

o Two presentation platforms to consider using are 
▪ Present.me (https://present.me/content/)  
▪ Knovio (http://www.knovio.com/) 

Step 3:  

Share and Discuss 

• Post your presentation to Discussion Board 7 by the assigned date and time 

• View at least one other group’s presentation 
o Complete the Pause to Ponder and Reading Response Questions of this group’s 

posted presentation.  

• Based on your review of the presentation and study of the reading facilitated by the 
group’s questions, post a feedback response to the DB thread of the presentation you 
selected.  

 

 

 

Step 4:  

Instructor Facilitated further discussion 

• After all presentations have been submitted to Discussion Board 7 and students have 
viewed and responded to the presentations, the instructor will facilitate further discussion 
based on the presentations and additional information necessary to help students gain 
more comprehensive knowledge of the subject.  

 

http://www.knovio.com/
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Step 5:  
Group Literary Analysis 
Transform your presentation into a 3-page literary analysis that 

• Is MLA Formatted 

• Identifies and explains your assigned literary theory. 

• Clarifies how that theory applies to the assigned reading.  

• Illustrates how that theory applies to the assigned reading. 

• Incorporates at least two outside sources in the analysis. 

• Concludes the value of reading the literature in the way your group has. 

o Questions you can consider for your conclusion are:   

▪ What does the reader gain by studying this piece in this way? 

▪ How does your application of literary theory contribute to the discussion of 

this piece of literature?  

• Includes an MLA formatted Works Cited page 

• Provides a Group Evaluation Survey submitted separately by each member. 

• Step 5 is due in Module 8.   

 
 
The following criteria will be used to determine a final grade in the course:  
 
2 Concept Quizzes = 20%   
1 Concept Quiz Literary Analysis = 25% 
8 reading response Discussion Boards = 25% 
Group Project: = 30% 

• Presentation: 15% 

• Paper: 15%  
  
 
 
 
Grade Score (%) 
A 94-100 

A- 90-93 

B+ 87-89 

B 84-86 

B- 80-83 

C+ 77-79 

C 74-76 

C- 70-73 

D+ 67-69 

D 60-66 

F 0-59 

  
 

 

 

 
 
Assessment of the Learning Outcomes: 
  

Learning 
Outcome 

Assessment Method(s) 
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1 
3 Concept Quizzes, 8 reading response Discussion Boards, 1 partnered response 
paper and presentation 

2 Exams, response paper, presentations 

3 Exams, response paper, presentations 

4 Response paper, reading response discussion boards, quizzes, exam 

5 Presentation, Discussion Boards 

 

  

  

Course Schedule:  

  

Module 1 Turn of the Century Thinking 

  
Objectives When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

• Discuss the social/cultural/political movements at the turn of the 20th-century to 
position writers in cultural and historical developments.  

• Define Literary Terms to be used and applied throughout the course   
 
Readings  

• Chpts 1, 2, and 9 of "The Jungle" by Upton Sinclair 
https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sinclair-upton/works/jungle/index.htm  

• “Letter of a Crewe Factory Girl" by Ada Nield Chew (1894+) Read letters 1-7  
http://nantwichmuseum.org.uk/ada-nield-chew-letters/  

  
Assignments 

  

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an introduction to the class Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post an initial response to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Concept Quiz 1 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Module 2 Other Perspectives/Experiences Early 20th-Century Writing 
  
Objectives When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

• Discuss the Progressive era and Realism and Naturalism in Literature. 

• Position writers in the discussion of experience as it relates to cultural and historical 
developments of the time. 

Readings  

• “The Open Boat” (1897) by Stephen Crane 

https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/the-open-boat.pdf  

https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sinclair-upton/works/jungle/index.htm
http://nantwichmuseum.org.uk/ada-nield-chew-letters/
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/the-open-boat.pdf
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•  “Trifles” (1916) by Sarah Glaspell 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/10623/10623-h/10623-h.htm#TRIFLES  
• "The Souls of Black Folk" (Forethought and Chapter 1 only) by W.E.B DuBois 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/408/408-h/408-h.htm  

• "The Mending Wall" (1914) Robert Frost 

https://poets.org/poem/mending-wall  
 

 
 Assignments 
  

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 

  
 
 
Module 3 New Perspectives, Voices, and Methods 

  
Objectives When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

• Discuss Post War America, The Great Migration, Harlem Renaissance, Relationship 
between artists and social change.  

• Explain how different perspectives are presented in writing through the influence of 
other art forms.  

 
Readings  

• “The Negro Speaks Rivers” (1921-22-25) by Langston Hughes 
https://poets.org/poem/negro-speaks-rivers  

• “Theme for English B” (1921-22-25) by Langston Hughes 

https://poets.org/poem/theme-english-b  
• "I, Too” (1921-22-25) by Langston Hughes 

https://poets.org/poem/i-too  
• “Mother to Son” (1921-22-25) by Langston Hughes 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47559/mother-to-son  
• "Sweat" (1926) by Zora Neale Hurston 

https://biblioklept.org/2013/01/21/sweat-zora-neale-hurston/ 
 
 
Assignments 

  

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Concept Quiz 2 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 

 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/10623/10623-h/10623-h.htm#TRIFLES
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/408/408-h/408-h.htm
https://poets.org/poem/mending-wall
https://poets.org/poem/negro-speaks-rivers
https://poets.org/poem/theme-english-b
https://poets.org/poem/i-too
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47559/mother-to-son
https://biblioklept.org/2013/01/21/sweat-zora-neale-hurston/
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Module 4 Experimental Forms 

  
Objectives When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

• Explain in writing the way select artists use writing to affect social change.  

• Discuss the Modern period in Literature and the relationship between form and 
meaning 

 
Readings  

• “The Red Wheelbarrow” (1923) by William Carlos Williams 

https://englishat7.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/1658217_1015217525110748
2_2073491812_o.jpg  

• Accessible version: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45502/the-red-
wheelbarrow  

• "Since Feeling Is First" (1926) E. E. Cummings 
https://dailypoetry.me/e-e-cummings/since-feeling-is-first/  

• "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" (1955) by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
http://www.umsl.edu/~alexanderjm/AVeryOldManwithEnormousWingsbyMarquez.pdf  

  
Assignments 
  

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 5 Civil Rights and The Writer’s Response 

  
Objectives When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

• Discuss the various aspects of the Civil Rights Movement 

• Use literature to illustrate the complexity of thought underlying the Civil Rights 
Movement 1950-1975. 

Readings  

https://mediaweb.saintleo.edu/courses/ENG311/_v2/M4/M4_Reading.html
https://englishat7.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/1658217_10152175251107482_2073491812_o.jpg
https://englishat7.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/1658217_10152175251107482_2073491812_o.jpg
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45502/the-red-wheelbarrow
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45502/the-red-wheelbarrow
https://dailypoetry.me/e-e-cummings/since-feeling-is-first/
http://www.umsl.edu/~alexanderjm/AVeryOldManwithEnormousWingsbyMarquez.pdf
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• “A Party Down at the Square” by Ralph Ellison 
https://classic.esquire.com/article/1997/1/1/a-party-down-at-the-square  

 

• “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker 
https://www.acpsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=6626&dat
aid=60620&FileName=everyday_use_full-text.pdf  
 

• The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 
 
 

Assignments 
  

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Concept Quiz 3 – Literary Analysis Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 

 

 

Module 6 Speculative Fiction 
  
Objectives When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

• Discuss significant developments (technological etc.) and cultural shifts of the last ¼ 
century.  

• Define and illustrate utopian, dystopian, and speculative fiction. 
 
Readings  

• The Handmaid's Tale (up to Ch 12: Jezebels) by Margaret Atwood 
  
Assignments 

  

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Module 7 

  
Objectives When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

• Apply the SLU core values of community and respect as they relate to the 
representation of “other” voices in literature. 

• Apply a literary theory to a text. 
 

https://classic.esquire.com/article/1997/1/1/a-party-down-at-the-square
https://www.acpsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=6626&dataid=60620&FileName=everyday_use_full-text.pdf
https://www.acpsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=6626&dataid=60620&FileName=everyday_use_full-text.pdf
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Readings  

• The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
 

• "International Hour of Prayer for the Yellowstone Buffalo Herd" by Wendy Rose 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/53425/international-hour-of-prayer-for-the-
yellowstone-buffalo-herd  
 

• "Two Kinds" by Amy Tan 

https://www.rtsd.org/cms/lib/PA01000218/Centricity/Domain/319/TwoKindsfull
text.pdf  

  

• "The Summer Day" by Mary Oliver 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16CL6bKVbJQ  
 

• "A Blessing" by James Wright 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yT4YkDQy56Y&feature=youtu.be  

  
Assignments 
  

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Group Presentation Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 8 

  
Objectives When you complete this module, you should be able to: 

• Discuss 20th century history and culture as represented in literature.  

• Identify literary terms, movements, authors, and works and explain the role of 
literature in conveying values, challenging systems, and affecting change. 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/53425/international-hour-of-prayer-for-the-yellowstone-buffalo-herd
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/53425/international-hour-of-prayer-for-the-yellowstone-buffalo-herd
https://mediaweb.saintleo.edu/courses/ENG311/_v2/M7/M7_Reading.html
https://www.rtsd.org/cms/lib/PA01000218/Centricity/Domain/319/TwoKindsfulltext.pdf
https://www.rtsd.org/cms/lib/PA01000218/Centricity/Domain/319/TwoKindsfulltext.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16CL6bKVbJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yT4YkDQy56Y&feature=youtu.be
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Readings  

• Finish The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood 
 

• "The Man to Send Rain Clouds" by Leslie Marmon Silko 

http://www.renaissancewedding.org/text/man_to_send_rain_clouds.htm  
 

• "Dead Men's Path" by Chinua Achebe 
https://www.sabanciuniv.edu/HaberlerDuyurular/Documents/F_Courses_/2012/Dead
_Mens_Path.pdf  

  
Assignments 

  

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Group Literary Analysis Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 

http://www.renaissancewedding.org/text/man_to_send_rain_clouds.htm
https://www.sabanciuniv.edu/HaberlerDuyurular/Documents/F_Courses_/2012/Dead_Mens_Path.pdf
https://www.sabanciuniv.edu/HaberlerDuyurular/Documents/F_Courses_/2012/Dead_Mens_Path.pdf

