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University Mission Statement: 

Lee University is a Christian institution which offers liberal arts and professional education on both the 
baccalaureate and graduate levels through residential and distance programs. It seeks to provide 
education that integrates biblical truth as revealed in the Holy Scriptures with truth discovered 
through the study of arts and sciences and in the practice of various professions. A personal 
commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior is the controlling perspective from which the educational 
enterprise is carried out. The foundational purpose of all educational programs is to develop within the 
students knowledge, appreciation, understanding, ability and skills which will prepare them for 
responsible Christian living in a complex world. 

Catalog Description: 

This course is a survey of Western culture from the rise of civilization through the Renaissance era 
(approximately 4000 BC to 1550 AD).  It integrates history, philosophy, religion, art, literature, drama, 
and music and explores how they helped to define major historical periods.    

Required Text(s) and/or Supporting Resources: 

Required Texts:  
Fiero, Gloria K., Landmarks in Humanities, 4th ed.  New York:  McGraw-Hill, 2016.  (Provided as a link in 

the course and charged to your Lee account as “Book Bundle” fee.) 
St. Augustine.  Confessions, 2nd ed.  Trans. by F.J. Sheed.  Indianapolis:  Hackett, 2006.  (Provided as a 

link in the course and charged to your Lee account as “Book Bundle” fee.) 
 
Additional Supporting Resources: 
Resources provided in the Learning Management System (LMS). 

Prerequisite Skills and Knowledge: 

ENGL-106 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes: 

PURPOSE 
This course provides an overview of the major events and creative works of Western culture from the 
rise of civilization through the Renaissance era.  It will help students to understand the foundations of 
Western civilization and to realize the interaction of Classical and Judeo-Christian ideas that have 
shaped Western identity. 
 
General Learning Objectives (Course Goals):  
This course seeks to: 

1. Explore the origins of civilization and how Mesopotamia and Egypt played a role in shaping the 
foundations of Western culture. 

2. Analyze Greek culture and its unique contributions to literature, drama, history, politics, 
philosophy, and art.   

3. Evaluate the unique aspects of Hebrew religion and its impact on Christianity which profoundly 
shaped the Western world.   

4. Examine the beginnings of Roman civilization and how it proceeded to dominate and influence 
the Mediterranean world. 
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5. Demonstrate how the Roman Catholic Church developed and how it shaped medieval politics, 
philosophy, literature, art, and music.   

6. Reveal how the revival of Greek and Roman learning were reflected in culture and the 
humanistic influences of the Renaissance.     

7. Introduce students to some of the primary source writings of the Ancient, Medieval, and 
Renaissance eras. 

 
Specific Behavioral Objectives (Learning Outcomes): 
As a result of the activities and study in this course, the student should be able to: 

1. Explain the ways in which Mesopotamian and Egyptian culture had an impact on the 
foundations of Western culture.   

2. Provide examples of how the Greeks made significant contributions to the liberal arts that 
impact us to this day.   

3. Recognize the scientific and philosophical contributions of the Greeks and their impact on the 
origins of humanism.    

4. Describe how Roman civilization emerged and how it developed into an empire that 
dominated the Mediterranean world.   

5. Know the impact of Hebrew and Classical culture on the emergence and development of 
Christianity. 

6. Trace the demise of the Roman Empire and the rise of Germanic, Byzantine, and Islamic 
cultures. 

7. Understand the formation of the Roman Catholic Church and how it served to preserve and 
shape intellectual life and cultural productions.     

8. Discuss how the revival of trade and the rise of urban life impacted European culture. 
9. Identify the assumptions inherent in the Renaissance and how it promoted an optimistic spirit 

for change. 
10. Assess the Renaissance and its values and how it helped to elicit a modern view of the world. 

Major Topics: 

A. Mesopotamia and Egypt  
B. Foundations of Greek Society 
C. Classical Greek Civilization 
D. Hellenistic Era 
E. Roman Republic and Empire 
F. Judaism and Christianity 
G. Rise of Islam 
H. Age of Charlemagne 
I. Papal Power and the Crusades 
J. Scholasticism and the University 
K. Romanesque and Gothic Architecture 
L. Renaissance Culture 
M. Modern Kingdoms and Politics 

Course Assessments: 

A. Text/Media. All text/media is evaluated in the threaded discussions and assignments.  
YouTube videos are provided as to supplements to each unit.  Most of them are intentionally 
short and serve as introductory material to facilitate learning.  Further exploration of YouTube 
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videos and lectures is encouraged to enhance your understanding.  From Google, simply type 
in YouTube videos and the topic that you want to learn (for example: “YouTube Roman 
Colosseum”).  For most topics, there will be multiple videos from which to choose. 

B. Threaded Discussions.  The threaded discussions are an opportunity for students to 
demonstrate their knowledge of the course material and interact with fellow students. Just 
doing an initial post and/or response will not guarantee any point value.  Discussions will be 
evaluated on their accuracy and on your personal analysis.  Thus, each discussion requires that 
you understand the material AND that you provide your own interpretation or application of 
the material based on evidence.  Your responses to other posts should never simply agree or 
disagree but include why you agree or disagree.  These responses should attempt to facilitate 
more discussion within the thread to help refine understanding.  Simply complimenting a post 
is a nice gesture, but it will not merit any points.  Please pay attention to the deadlines within 
the week for the discussions.  No work will be accepted past these due dates.  If you have 
further questions on how these are evaluated, please contact your instructor.   

C. Course Project.  Each of you will write a reflection paper on St. Augustine’s Confessions.  This is 
a wonderful autobiography that you will enjoy.  You are required to reflect on 1-2 aspects of 
the book.  The idea is to reflect and respond to minimal points/themes rather than to list 
multiple aspects without deep reflection.  Your reflection should:  1) open with an introduction 
introduction that presents a thesis with your points/themes of interest, 2) follow with 
supporting evidence from the text, and 3) end with a conclusion that summarizes your ideas 
on your topic.  Your paper is a response rather than a report, so DO NOT SUMMARIZE LARGE 
PORTIONS OF THE BOOK.  Your reflection should be 600-800 words and use the writing style 
based on the requirements of your chosen major (APA or Turabian). Tutorials for writing styles 
are located in the course section “Course Syllabus/Tutorials/Resources” section.  The 
reflection is due in Unit 5.   

D. Exam.  Everyone is required to take the exam.  The exam will consist of essay questions that 
are comprehensive.  The exam will encourage you to think critically about the information that 
you have learned over the term.  If you do well on your unit work and have a good 
understanding of the discussion questions, you should have no problems.  Your essays should 
be a minimum of 250 words each and be single-spaced.  You are free to use the texts or any 
outside source, but be sure to cite the page numbers from the text or the outside source that 
you use.  The exam will be provided in Unit 1 with the hope that you will work on it 
throughout the course.  This means that the expectations for this assignment will be very high. 

NOTES: (1) All of your writing should be formal and proofread for accuracy.  Pay close attention to your 
grammar, punctuation, and mechanics.  Any work that is poorly written will result in point deductions.  
Avoid text-style posts like the plague!  Your ability to write well allows you to communicate effectively 
and helps to give you credibility.  Nothing turns off a reader more quickly than poorly written work.  So 
please maintain a formal style and do not contribute any further to the decline of the English language.    
(2) Student motivation is by far the most significant variable in education.  The best students can 
educate themselves and teachers simply guide the process.  It is very important that you learn the 
value of the course and its contents.  Therefore, you should give the course adequate time and not 
simply try to get by.  It is also vital that you do not fall behind and miss assignments because the lost 
points add up quickly.  The course is not difficult, but it will require some discipline on your part to stay 
on schedule and to complete all the work.     
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Evaluation: 

A. Threaded Discussions 350 
B. Course Project   150 
C. Exam      200 

Grading Scale: 

The standardized grading scale provides a uniform foundation from which to assess your performance. 

Grade Quality Points per Credit Score 

A 4.0 930 - 1000 

A- 3.7 900 - 929 

B+ 3.3 870 - 899 

B 3.0 830 – 869 

B- 2.7 800 – 829 

C+ 2.3 770 – 799 

C 2.0 730 – 769 

C- 1.7 700 – 729 

D+ 1.3 670 – 699 

D 1.0 600 – 669 

F .0 0 - 599 

Letter Grade Equivalencies: 

A = Clearly stands out as excellent performance. Has unusually sharp insights into material and 
initiates thoughtful questions. Sees many sides of an issue. Articulates well and writes logically and 
clearly. Integrates ideas previously learned from this and other disciplines. Anticipates next steps in 
progression of ideas. Example "A" work should be of such nature that it could be put on reserve for all 
cohort members to review and emulate. The "A" cohort member is, in fact, an example for others to 
follow. 

B = Demonstrates a solid comprehension of the subject matter and always accomplishes all course 
requirements. Serves as an active participant and listener. Communicates orally and in writing at an 
acceptable level for a cohort member. Work shows intuition and creativity. Example "B" work 
indicates good quality of performance and is given in recognition for solid work; a "B" should be 
considered a good grade and awarded to those who submit assignments of quality less than the 
exemplary work described above. 

C = Quality and quantity of work is average. Has average comprehension, communication skills, or 
initiative. Requirements of the assignments are addressed at least minimally. 

D = Quality and quantity of work is below average. Has marginal comprehension, communication 
skills, or initiative. Requirements of the assignments are addressed at below acceptable levels. 
F = Quality and quantity of work is unacceptable and does not qualify the student to progress to a 
more advanced level of work. 
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Unit and Time Distribution: 

The time to complete each unit is approximately 14-17 hours per week on average for a three hour 
course. Actual assignment completion times will vary.  A more detailed breakdown of each 
assignment can be found within the course. 

 

POLICIES 
 

Attendance Policy: 

At Lee University student success is directly related to the student actively attending and engaging in 
the course. Online courses are no different from classroom courses in this regard; however, 
participation must be defined in a different manner.  
 
Online courses will have weekly mechanisms for student participation, which can be documented by 
submission/completion of assignments, participation in threaded discussions, and/or specific 
communication with the instructor as outlined within the syllabus.  

Academic Honesty Policy/Information: 

Cheating is defined as the use or attempted use of unauthorized materials or receiving unauthorized 
assistance or communication during any academic exercise.  
 
Examples of cheating include: 

 Submitting work for academic evaluation that is not the your own. 
 Receiving assistance from another person during an examination. 
 Using prepared notes or materials during an examination.  
 Permitting another student to copy your work. 
 Plagiarism. 
 Falsification. 
 Other misrepresentations of academic achievement submitted for evaluation or a grade. 

 
As stated in the LEE UNIVERSITY Catalog, plagiarism is presenting as your own work the words, ideas, 
opinions, theories, or thoughts which are not common knowledge. Students who present others’ 
words or ideas as their own without fair attribution (documentation) are guilty of plagiarizing. Unfair 
attribution includes, but is not limited to, a direct quotation of all or part of another’s words without 
appropriately identifying the source. It is also unfair attribution to have included a source within a 
Works Cited page without having carefully cited the source within the text of the document. 
Plagiarism also includes, but is not limited to, the following acts when performed without fair 
attribution: 

a. directly quoting all or part of another person’s words without quotation marks, as appropriate 
to the discipline. 

b. paraphrasing all or part of another person’s words without documentation. 
c. stating an idea, theory, or formula as your own when it actually originated with another 

person. 
d. purchasing (or receiving in any other manner) a term paper or other assignment, which is the 

work of another person, and submitting that work as if it were one’s own. 
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Late Policy: 

 No credit is available for postings of any kind made in the Threaded Discussions after a given 
Unit ends.  

 If your faculty approves your submission of late assignments, each assignment score will be 
penalized 10% per day up to five days late. After the fifth day, late assignments will not be 
accepted.   (Note: An assignment is a paper, a project, a team presentation, etc., not a 
discussion) 

 No late assignments will be accepted after the close of the final Unit. 

 

EXPECTATIONS 
 

Faculty Expectations of Students: 

 Have consistent access to a computer and possess baseline computer and information skills 
prior to taking online courses.  

 Log into their courses within 24 hours of the beginning of the session to confirm their 
participation. (Students who register after the session has begun will be responsible for any 
assignments or material already covered.) 

 Take an active role in each unit, participating fully in discussions, assignments and other 
activities throughout the entire session. If some event interferes with that participation, the 
student is responsible for notifying the instructor in advance. 

 Review the course syllabus and other preliminary course materials thoroughly as early as 
possible during the first few days of the course. 

 Be responsible for raising any questions or seeking clarification about these materials, if 
necessary, within the first week of the session. 

 Frequently check the course calendar for due dates.  
 Submit assignments and papers on time, and take tests by the posted dates. Acceptance of 

late work and any penalties for late submissions are up to the discretion of the instructor, 
based on the expectations outlined in the course syllabus. 

 Contribute meaningful, timely comments to online discussions according to guidelines 
provided.  

 Contribute substantively to group assignments (if required in course).  
 Check for University announcements each time you log onto the LMS. These postings are 

critical. 
 Use Lee email address. 
 Complete the "Student Survey of Instruction" for each course to evaluate the instructor and 

the course. 

Students’ Expectations of Faculty: 

 The opportunity to be active participants in a stimulating and challenging education that is 
global in scope, interactive in process and diverse in content and approach. 

 A friendly, respectful, open, and encouraging learning environment.  
 A course outline or syllabus that clearly provides information regarding course content, 

teaching methods, course objectives, grading, attendance/participation policies, due dates, 
and student assessment guidelines. 
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 Instructors who are responsive and available to discuss within 48 hours students' progress, 
course content, assignments, etc. at mutually convenient times from the first day of the 
session through the last day of the session. (Check the faculty contact information regarding 
weekends and holidays.) 

 Individual instructor’s contact information, schedules, availability, and procedural details are 
located within the course.  

 To have access to instructor feedback and grading on projects, exams, papers, quizzes, etc., 
within ten (10) days of assignment due date so students are able to determine where they 
have made errors or need additional work. 

 Final grade/feedback provided within ten (10) days after the last date of course.  

 

IMPORTANT STUDENT INFORMATION 
 

Special Needs: 

Lee University, in conjunction with the Academic Support Office, works to ensure students with 
documented disabilities have access to educational opportunities. Students who need 
accommodations based on a disability should visit the Academic Support Office, call (423) 614-8181, or 
email academicsupport@leeuniversity.edu. It is the student’s responsibility to share the 
Accommodations Form with the instructor in order to initiate the accommodations. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

Knowledge Base/Working Bibliography (Reading List): 

Beye, Charles R.  Ancient Greek Literature and Society.  2nd ed.  Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 1987. 
Boardmann, John.  Greek Art.  New York:  Praeger, 1969. 
Boardmann, John, Jasper Griffin, and Oswyn Murray, eds.  The Oxford Illustrated History of Greece and 

the Hellenistic World.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 2001. 
Bouchard, Constance B.  Strong of Body, Brave & Noble:  Chivalry and Society in Medieval France.  Ithaca:  

Cornell University Press, 1998. 
Bridenthal, Renate, Susan M. Stuard, and Merry E. Wiesner, eds.  Becoming Visible:  Women in European 

History.  3rd ed.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1998. 
Cochrane, Charles N.  Christianity and Classical Culture.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 1944. 
Colish, Marcia L.  Medieval Foundations of the Western Intellectual Tradition, 400-1400.  New Haven:  

Yale University Press, 1997. 
Coogan, Michael D., ed.  The Oxford History of the Biblical World.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 

1998. 
Duffy, Eamon.  Saints and Sinners:  A History of the Popes.  New Haven:  Yale University Press, 1997. 
Elsen, Albert E.  The Purposes of Art.  4th ed.  New York:  Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1981. 
Finegan, Jack.  Myth and Mystery: An Introduction to the Pagan Religions of the Biblical World.  Grand 

Rapids, MI:  Baker, 1989. 
Freeman, Charles.  Egypt, Greece and Rome.  2nd ed.  New York:  Oxford, 2004. 

mailto:academicsupport@leeuniversity.edu


HUMA-211           MONUMENTS OF WESTERN CULTURE I Syllabus 
 

10 LEE UNIVERSITY DIVISION OF ADULT LEARNING | P.O. BOX 3450 | CLEVELAND, TN 37320 | 423-614-
8370 

 

Frend, W.H.C.  The Rise of Christianity.  Philadelphia:  Fortress Press, 1984. 
Glick, Leonard B.  Abraham’s Heirs:  Jews and Christians in Medieval Europe.  Syracuse:  Syracuse 

University Press, 1999. 
Goldhill, Simon.  Reading Greek Tragedy.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986.   
Hale, John R.  The Civilization of Europe in the Renaissance.  New York:  Athenaeum, 1994. 
Hallo, William W., and William K. Simpson.  The Ancient Near East:  A History.  2nd ed.  New York:  

Harcourt, Brace, and Jovanovich, 1998. 
Hartt, Frederick.  History of Italian Renaissance Art:  Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture. 4th ed.  New 

York:  Abrams, 1987. 
Hussey, Joan M.  The Orthodox Church in the Byzantine Empire.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 1986. 
Irwin, Terence.  Classical Thought.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 1989. 
Jackson, W.T.H.  The Literature of the Middle Ages.  New York:  Columbia University Press, 1960. 
Kennedy, Hugh.  The Prophet and the Age of the Caliphates:  The Islamic Near East From the Sixth to the 

Eleventh Century.  Harlow:  Longmans, 1986. 
Lindberg, David C.  The Beginnings of Western Science.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1992.   
Linehan, Peter, and Janet L. Nelson, eds.  The Medieval World.  London:  Routledge, 2001. 
Lloyd, Geoffrey E.R.  Early Greek Science.  New York:  Norton, 1970. 
Long, A. A.  Hellenistic Philosophy:  Stoics, Epicureans, and Sceptics.  2nd ed.  Berkeley:  University of 

California Press, 1986. 
Mathews, Thomas.  The Clash of Gods:  A Reinterpretation of Early Christian Art.  Rev. ed.  Princeton:  

Princeton University Press, 1999. 
McKitterick, Rosamond.  Carolingian Culture:  Emulation and Innovation.  Cambridge:  Cambridge 

University Press, 1994. 
Millar, Fergus.  The Emperor in the Roman World, 31 BC-AD 337.  Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 1977. 
Nilson, Martin P.  A History of Greek Religion.  London:  Oxford University Press, 1963. 
Nussbaum, Martha C.  The Fragility of Goodness:  Luck and Ethics in Greek Tragedy and Philosophy.  New 

York:  Cambridge University Press, 2001.   
Oakley, Francis.  The Western Church in the Later Middle Ages.  Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 1979. 
Ogilvie, Robin M.  Roman Literature and Society.  Totowa:  Barnes and Noble, 1980. 
Ramage, Nancy A.  Roman Art:  Romulus to Constantine.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice-Hall, 1996. 
Randsborg, Klaus.  The First Millennium A.D. in Europe and the Mediterranean.  Cambridge:  Cambridge 

University Press, 1991. 

 


